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Friday 11th September 2020 
Dear Parent Carer 
 
Firstly, can I welcome you all to the new academic year at Swanwick School & Sports College. It is fair to say 
that because of Covid-19 the beginning of term has been like no other. However, despite the many changes 
we have had to implement, the young people have done extraordinarily well coming back to school after 
such a long time. 
 
The Government has asked us to deliver as full a curriculum as possible so that the educational experience 
of our pupils does not suffer even further. Vicky Ford MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State of 
Children and Families, stated in letter dated 12 July 2020; 
 
‘Additionally, in considering risk, it is important to remember that the average special school has around 100 
pupils, which will significantly limit mixing and to best meet the needs of their pupils schools may wish to 
adopt whole school bubbles.’ 
 
At the moment we have worked to separate the school into three bubbles; Primary, Key Stage 3 and Key 
Stage 4. This has worked well due to the fact that we have started the new term with the pupils remaining in 
their Tutor room with their class tutor team. (Primary model). 
 
For our primary aged children this is the model we use at all times so as we move further into term the 
arrangements for our primary aged pupils will remain consistent. 
 
For Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 pupils we normally operate a secondary model. This consists of pupils 
moving from classroom to classroom, teacher to teacher and streaming in some subjects. However, because 
of the rising cases and new Government action we are not going to implement the full secondary model. 
Instead we will allow some limited movement around the school with each key stage being allocated a suite 
of rooms. In addition, we will reduce the amount of staff who teach across Key Stages to a minimum.  
 
Staff that do work across bubbles will of course adhere to strict social distancing to minimise risk. 
 
INSET Days 
 
We have decided that school will be closed to pupils on Wednesday 30th September 2020 for a staff INSET 
day. We will use this day to reflect on the new academic year so far to see what has worked well and what 
additional provision our pupils need to continue to catch up the time they have missed from school as a 
result of the pandemic. 
 
The remaining INSET days are as follows: Friday 4th December 2020, Friday 7th May 2021 and Thursday 
22nd July 2021. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact school should you have any questions or concerns regarding this letter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 


