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4th March 2021 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

Pupil Testing 
 
As you may be aware the government are keen to use lateral flow devices to test as many staff and 
secondary aged pupils as possible when schools re-open on March 8th. Swanwick School & Sports 
college has been open throughout the current lockdown with an average of around 60% of pupils 
attending school each day. Throughout this time staff have been tested twice a week in order to reduce 
risk as much possible. 
 
We are now in the process of arranging testing for those secondary age pupils who want and are able 
to take part. Pupils will need to be able to administer the swab themselves. Pupils will of course be 
supported during the process and we will arrange for three tests to be completed in school. Once three 
tests have been successfully completed we will then supply you with home testing kits.  
 
Testing in the home should take place twice a week and any positive result will trigger the usual self - 
isolation rules for the pupil, their family and the other pupils in the same bubble at school. 
 
Please find enclosed the consent form that needs to be completed before any testing can take 
place. We have also updated our Privacy Notice that can be found on the school website. The 
notice explains how we will use the data you provide for NHS Test and Trace. 
 
Please be assured that we will not arrange any testing until parents and carers return completed 
consent forms. If you decide not to return the form you can be confident that your child will not be asked 
to take a test in school. You can also be confident that this will not affect your child being able to attend 
school. 
 
If you are unsure whether your child will be able to administer the swab themselves please contact 
school to discuss. As the staff have substantial experience of self-administering the swab they are in a 
good position to offer an opinion on whether a pupil will be able to use the test effectively. 
 
Where a young person is unable to administer the swab themselves we can provide home testing kits 
to allow parents to help their child administer the swab at home. 
 
To summarise, if you feel your child will be able to administer the test themselves, you are happy for 
three tests to take place in school and you are happy for the school to use the consent form data to 
inform Test and Trace, then please complete and return the attached consent form. 
 
If you do not want your child to take part in testing you do not have to do anything further. 
 
 Once again thank you for your support during these difficult times. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
C Greenhough & D England 


