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28th May 2020 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): Information regarding our response to Government Guidance  
 
This letter summarises Swanwick School & Sports College’s response to government guidance 
during these most difficult of times. 
 
As you are aware the way our school operates has changed dramatically over the past ten weeks. 
Following government guidance we have kept the school open to children of key workers and for 
those identified children who benefitted from continuing to attend school. Despite some initial 
conflicting guidance it became clear that where possible all other children should remain safe at 
home. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff who have continued to attend work, including 
through the Easter holidays, during these difficult times in order to ensure our provision has been 
able to continue.  
 
I would also like to thank you, the parents and carers of our children, who have been nothing but 
supportive as we have navigated our way through the last 10 weeks. 
 
Government guidance on preparation for return of more children  
 
On 11 May, new guidance was published concerning the anticipated return of more children in 
certain year groups to schools. However, hidden within the guidance was clarification that the 
identified year groups did not apply to special schools. Instead special schools should 
 

‘consider creating part-time attendance rotas so that as many children as possible can 
benefit from attending their setting.’ 

 
(Actions for schools during the Coronavirus outbreak, updated May 15th) 

 
It is from this guidance that we worked to offer all of our young people at least some time in school. 
Consequently we asked our tutors to contact parents and carers to offer each child a designated 
time in school.  
 
It is important to note that this is a personal decision for parents and carers. Whilst we think all of 
our children might benefit from some time in school, we totally respect and understand the decision 
of any parent or carer to not return their child to school at this time. 

 
Planning for changes from 01 June:  
 
As a result of contacting parents and carers we have established a timetable based upon a rota of 
part time attendance. Initially this will allow all pupils the opportunity to attend school at least one 
day a week. 
 



Social Distancing: 
 
The decision to offer one day a week to each group has been based upon our need to keep 
everyone as safe as possible as the potential number of people on site increases. It is paramount 
that staff and pupils are able to maintain social distance throughout the day. Consequently we 
have had to split groups up into two or even three smaller groups. This takes up more classroom 
space and of course more staff. With 10 usable rooms in school we made the decision to limit the 
number of groups in school, hence each pupil being able to attend one day a week. 
 
Each classroom has been set out to ensure the 2 metre social distancing protocols can be 
achieved. We will have no assemblies and pupils will eat their meals in their classrooms. Pupils will 
not move from classroom to classroom and during break times pupils will be told to keep their 
social distance from each other and staff. Groups will not intermix so that again we can reduce the 
number of people each of us comes into contact with. 
 
Obviously this will make school a very different place but our experience before the half term break 
has shown us that whilst different, we can still offer a valuable experience for our young people. 
 
We will continue to ensure vouchers are made available to the families of the young people entitled 
to free school meals. Please contact the school immediately if your circumstances change and you 
think your child has become eligible for free school meals. 
 
To continue to inform our response, senior leaders and Governors are ‘meeting’ regularly to 
ensure that we are up to speed with the newest guidance. In addition we are in regular contact with 
the Local Authority and other special schools to ensure we are able to offer the best provision 
possible whilst trying to maintain the safety of every member of our school community. 
 
If you have queries or concerns, please contact the school from Monday 1st June 2020 on 01773 
602198. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Chris Greenhough 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


