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9th January 2022 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We hope you have had a good break and wish you and your families good fortune as we move into 
2022. 
 
As we return to school we do so as the Omicron variant has become the dominant variant. 
Unfortunately this means that the chances of transmission have increased significantly. It is with this in 
mind that we ask for your help in keeping all members of our school community as safe as possible 
whilst maximising the time the young people are able to attend school. 
 
The Government has asked secondary aged pupils to wear a mask in school. Where pupils are able to 
do so we will be encouraging them to follow this guidance. Obviously some of our children will find this 
difficult and if they are unable to wear a mask this will not cause them to miss school. School will 
provide face masks. 
 
On returning to school we would like to test as many of our secondary aged pupils as possible. Where 
previous permission has been given we will test accordingly. Where we have not received permission to 
test we would appreciate you sending in written permission to do so or call the school in the morning to 
give verbal permission. 
 
Any pupil who tests positive will need to be collected immediately and follow Government guidance on 
isolation. 
 
Where we are not able to test pupils, we will of course need to be extra cautious in maintaining the 
safety of all members of the school community. If a pupil is not being tested we would ask you to keep 
them at home should they exhibit the usual COVID symptoms but also the new symptoms attributed to 
Omicron i.e. cold symptoms. Where we can test we will be able to identify a cold infection from a 
COVID infection. Where we are not able to test we will not be able to distinguish and so pupils will be 
asked to stay at home until the symptoms subside. 
 
As we return to school tomorrow we already have a number of staff who will not be able to attend due 
to self isolation. Should this situation become critical it may be necessary to request some or all parts of 
the school to access online learning from home. Obviously this will be a last resort but all parents and 
carers should be aware that this may be unavoidable. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in these difficult times. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mr C Greenhough and Mrs D England 


